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WEST GERMAN AIDE
IN ESPIONAGE POST
[§ SAID TO DEFECT

A BLOW TO SECURITY SEEM

Leader of Counterintelligence
Effort Is Reported to Ask .
East Berlin for Asylum ..

By JAMES M. MARKHAM
Speciel 0 The Now York Ttnes

tion of the official, Hans Joachim
Tiedge, had jeopardized Western espio-
nage operations and confronted Chan-
cellor-Helmut Kohl’s Government with
a major scandal.

A hint of the possible repercussions
came in an East German report today
that suggested that 168 West German
agents had been apprehended in the
last year and a halif.

No Official NATO Comment .

The North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion had no official comment, but
NATO intelligence experts in Brussels
said the defection was a major blow to
allied coun . In Wasking-
ton, the State Department said the
United States would consult with West
Germany to determine damage to their
mutual security interests.

An Interior Ministry spokesman de-
clined to link Mr. Tiedge’s case to the
disappearance of two private secre

spies, in the last three weeks. But other
officials said it appeared likely that
Mr. Tiedge had warned the others to
flee West Germany.

One of the secretaries, Sonja Liine-
burg, worked for Martin Bangemann,
the West German Economics Minister
and chairman of the Free Democratic
ﬂPltty.thojlmla'm in the coali-

on

government.

A statement released by the East
Germean press ageacy A.D.N. reported
that Mr. Tiedge, s 15-year veteran of
the Federsl Offioe for the Defense of
the Constitution, had “crossed to”’ East
Germany and asked for asylum.

Mr. Tiedge, who was reported
have a drinking problem and a disor-

derly private life, was the head of the
Cologne-based agency’s efforts to fer-
ret out East German spies. He had
been missing since Monday.

““This case will have serious results
for West Germany’s security,” Hans
Neusel, a state secretary in the Interior
Ministry, said at a news conference.

Other West German intelligence au-
thorities said the Tiedge case was the
most serious betrayal of Bonn and its
allies since Giinter Guillaume, a close
aide to Chancellor Willy Brandt, was
exposed as an East German spy in 1974,
Mr. Brandt resigned as Chancellor
over the Guillaume affair.

The West German Attorney General,
Kurt Rebmann, said today that Mr.|
Tiedge, 48 years old, had a ‘‘complete
overview’’ of West Germany’s counter-
intelligence operations that, if con-
veyed to East Germany, would amount
to ‘‘a very severe case of treason in the
intelligence realm.”

At his news conference, Mr. Neusel
said Mr. Tiedge had worked in ‘‘sensi-
tive '’ at the agency for almost
two decades and knew ‘‘a long list of
contact persons’’ working for West
German inteiligence in East Germany.

‘‘We hope that for those concerned no
concrete will arise,’”” he said,
adding that steps were being taken to
limit the damage.

West German officials said they had
learned of Mr. Tiedge’s defection from
A.D.N’s midday announcement.
sa t . ’s de on
showed that East Germany ‘“‘was con-

nation of West German espionage
Chancellor Kohl’s office. 4

‘A Little Loss of Trust’

Richard Meier, a former head of the
Cologne , said the defection
would inevitably generate ‘‘a little loss
of trust” among West Germany's
allies. . Like others, Mr. Meier ex-
pressed astonishment that the counter-
m:elligenee official had bee:;‘kept at

post despite a history heavy
drinking, debts and depression

‘“He was overwhelmed by some-
thing,”” Mr. Meier said in an interview.
“The main problem is that he knew
about all of our methods. He knew
about our weaknesses and their weak-
nesses, ones they didn’t even know
about.”’

Tlrdrée Neusel contended that Mr.

's personal problems had not in-
terfered with his work. “If he were
fired you:can’t imprison or isolate
him,”” he added, ‘*and you put him in a
psychological situation where he be-
comes a security risk. It’s better to
watch over a man like that than put
him on the street.”

The Interior Ministry official said it
was uncertain whether Mr. Tiedge had
long been a “mole” for East German
intelligence or had yielded recently
under accumulated pressures. ““The in.
dications are currently that this was an
emotional panic reaction,” he said.

Al Mr. Tiedge had been out of
touch with his office since Monday, Mr.
Neusel said it was not until Wednesday,
when his three teen-age daughters re-
ported him missing to the police, that a
search was launched.

Mr. Tiedge was reported to have
been depressed since his wife died
years ? Residents of his
middie-class logne neighborhood
have complained about his drunken-
ness, and a said he had
left papers stam ‘‘top secret”
strewn about his bungalow-style home.
Born in Berlin, Mr. Ti , the son of
j. bank tlei.mployeo. sttﬁ law before
oining the counterinte gence agency.
Late Thursday the authorities in-
correctly gave Mr. Tiedge's first name
:Hemz. Today his correct name was

U.S. to Consuit West Germany
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Aug. 23 — The State
Department said today that the United
States would consult with West Ger-
many on the defection of the counter-
intelligence official to determine what
damage had been done to their mutual
security interests.

At the sdme time, a former senior
American officer in Bonn,
now in retirement here, called the de-
fection a ‘‘devastating blow” to West
Germany but ‘“much less than an inter-
national catastrophe.”

Charles Redman, a State Depart-
ment spokesman, said ‘‘there will be
close consultations’’ with West Ger-
many to ‘“determine what damage

stantly in the picture’’ about the coordi.| ; Ti8ht uitimately have been done to our

interests.”” He declined further com-
ment, citing an ‘‘unfolding situation.’’

In a telephone interview, the former
American intelligence officer, who
asked not to be identified by name, said
that although Mr. Tiedge had been in a
position to betray West German opera-
tions, allied countries would not ordi-
narily have shared information with
the defector’s office.

Accordingly, the retired official said, |
Mr. Tiedge probably could not seri- |
ously compromise the agents or secret !
operations of West Germany'’s allies.

“This man was clearly in one of the
key positions in West German-East
German intelligence because his main
job was countering East German-run
operations,” the retired official said.
‘‘So it may be a devastating blow in
that respect to the West Germans.”

But while there are ‘‘certain interna-
tional liaisons” involving counter-
intelligence information, he said, “I.
think you have to say this does not look
like an international catastrophe.”
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